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SCRUTINY PANEL A 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS INQUIRY

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3 March 2011

Present: Councillors Fitzgerald (Chair), Kolker (Vice-Chair), Mrs Damani, Morrell, 
Turner and Osmond

Also in attendance:
Lesley Hobbs–Strategic Lead for Special Educational Needs (SEN),SCC

Apologies: Councillor Jane Odgers and Councillor Amy Willacy

30. APOLOGIES AND CHANGES IN PANEL MEMBERSHIP (IF ANY) 
Apologies were received from Councillor Willacy and Councillor Odgers and the Panel 
noted that in accordance with the provisions of Procedure Rules 4.3 and 4.4, Councillor 
Osmond replaced Councillor Odgers for the purposes of this meeting. 

31. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (INCLUDING MATTERS ARISING) 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 19th January 2011 be 
approved and signed as a correct record, subject to the following amendments.   
(Copy of the minutes circulated with the agenda and appended to the signed 
minutes).

Page 20 (iii) Members Verbal Feedback on visits to schools

Bassett Green Primary School – second bullet point, second sentence to read 
“This was compounded by a perceived reluctance from some schools to take 
on pupils themselves;

Hardmoor Early Years Centre – third bullet point to read “There were transport 
problems for children outside a 2 mile radius…….”

32. 4TH MEETING OF THE PRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT FOR 
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS INQUIRY 

The Panel considered the report of the Head of Policy and Improvement requesting that 
the Panel discuss, amend and approve a final version of the draft recommendations 
shown in Appendix 1 which were tabled at the meeting, for inclusion in the final report 
to be presented to the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee in May 2011.  
(Copy of the report circulated with the agenda and appended to the signed minutes).

RESOLVED 

(i) that, subject to the following amendments, the draft recommendations 
tabled at the meeting be agreed as the final version:-
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 Recommendation 1, last bullet point amend “joint-working”.   Add 
bullet point to read “It is recognised that in some cases there is a link 
between SEN and deprivation”. 

 Recommendation 3, second sentence to read “Consideration should 
be given to support al children, and especially those with the most 
complex needs through a multi-agency approach, as well as 
involvement with the Learning Disabilities Partnership Board, to include 
all key services….” 

 Recommendation 6, to read “SCC, in partnership with others,…..”
Recommendation 3, second row to read “…..including areas such as 
ADHD, which although categorised as a medical condition is included 
within the SEN definition”.

Additional information to be added to Recommendations 

 Springwell School - “Springwell School’s outreach work is considered 
best practise and the high quality techniques and leadership should be 
maximised and utilised more widely by other schools.

(ii) that authority be delegated to the Head of Policy and Improvement, 
following consultation with the Chair of Scrutiny Panel A, to amend the 
draft recommendations to enable comments made by the Scrutiny Panel 
members at the meeting to be incorporated; 

(iii) that a final copy of  copy of the amended report and recommendations be 
circulated electronically to all Panel Members; and

(iv) that it be agreed that the Chair of Scrutiny Panel A or his delegated 
nominee would present the final report to the Overview and Scrutiny 
Management Committee at the May 2011meeting.


